
 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!   

The Winter Conference is around the corner. It will be held January 22-23, 2021 in Louisville, at 
the Crowne Plaza.  You still have time to make your reservations.  To make reservations, please 

call 888-233-9527.  You must let them know that it is for the American Legion Conference to get 
the room rate.  I hope to see your there.  
 

Bonita Robey 
President 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS. 

 
Jennifer Mullins 

Dept. Secretary 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
December 2020 
Education 
 
I hope everyone is ready and prepared for the fast-approaching holiday season. Don't forget to remember the children 

and area schools during this special time. Please go online and print copies of the scholarship applications to pass out to 

your local schools as soon after Christmas Break as possible. If you are actively using Facebook, you can find our new 

department education page at ALA KY Education. It is my vision to be able to use this page as a public-facing platform for 

every unit and district in our state to showcase the work they do year-round for the Education program. I plan to add 

resources to this page and would like to see everyone submitting pictures and narratives as often as they are able, which 

I can then use to build my reports from. That being said, I need to receive mid-year reports no later than Dec 15, so I can 

get the report from KY sent to Southern Division on time. Remember this year we are reporting for last year as well. Any 

pictures you can email me as well will be helpful. If you prefer to mail a paper copy, my address is: 

Whittney Dallaire 
117 Thompson Ln 
Grayson, KY 41143 
 
I will be having sinus surgery on Nov 13 and if all goes well, hopefully, will be back to myself and doing the good work 
once more within a few weeks after that. 
 
Thanks everyone and keep up the good work. I am so proud of the wonderful things our units have continued to do even 
though we are all facing trying and uncertain times. Our school districts, teachers, and students alike have all had to 
adapt to the circumstances we are in, and our units have done the very same. 
 
God bless you all. 
 
Whittney Dallaire 
606-475-3294 
whittneydallaire@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

The Auxiliary Emergency Fund (AEF) is a national grant assistance program that provides 

temporary emergency help to eligible members of the American Legion Auxiliary who have 

suffered financial setback as a result of act of nature or personal crisis.  For more information or 

apply visit https:/www.ALA for veterans.org/members/auxiliary-Emergency-Fund. 

 

Before you buy a bunch of gifts for family and friends try asking them what they might need. 

Maybe they need help with bills or rent.  Maybe they need a kid free night to enjoy themselves.  

Maybe they need a night off from cooking give them a homemade meal. Maybe they need gas 

for their car or a ride somewhere. Maybe they need a friend to talk and listen. Maybe they need 

help in some other way but are just too scared or embarrassed to ask for help.    

Hope everyone is staying safe and has a Merry Christmas and wonderful rest of this year 

 

Charlotte McGuire  

AEF Chairman.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello ladies of the Southern Division, 

Christmas may look a little different this year, but I am sure we can all be thankful knowing that so many of our 

nation’s heroes and their children were positively impacted because you ladies overcame all the challenges this 

year and continued to find a way to support our Children & Youth program. Virtual Christmas parties have 

taken the place of traditional gatherings – UNLESS you come up with a plan like our very own Anselma 

Obremski, Children & Youth Committee Vice Chairman. She has helped organizing a Polar Express themed 

Holiday Party for special needs children of active duty military members. The party will be a drive through with 

a parking lot turned into a train line with 3 stations. This particular parking is shaped like a sideways C with an 

entrance at one end and exit at the other. Families will enter get checked in and proceed to station 2 where each 

child will receive a bag. The bag will contain a coloring book crayons a picture of Rudolph, hot cocoa graham 

crackers and fruit snacks and cookies. All are pre-wrapped. It also contains a card from the ALA Department of 

MD. At station 3 the children will receive a gift from Toys for Tots and the siblings will receive a gift card from 

the American Legion and SAL. Also, every family will get an envelope of membership info. What a great way 

to support the families and also get out information on our great organization. 

Many families need help this Christmas. Have you thought about holding a food drive? I saw the Reversed 

Advent Calendar suggestion on Facebook the other day and thought it would be a great idea to get a box of food 

together for families who face challenges this upcoming holiday season. 

I noticed that the Department of Florida is also encouraging their members to utilize this calendar.  

 

Southern Division Newsletter – December 2020 

 
American Legion Auxiliary 

Children & Youth 

 

 

“Celebrating a Century of Service” 



 

 

Christmas is not all about fancy wapped gift under the tree. It is not the presents that make Christmas so special, 

it is the presence of those you love, whether they are with you in person or spirit. Let’s keep the families in our 

prayers who have an empty chair at their dinner table this year.  

No matter how you are celebrating the holiday season, remember, the best gifts are not material things but gifts 

of  listening, showing kindess, remembering, visiting, and giving of time. 

Thank you for all you do to work our programs and take care of our children and youth.  

May you have a peaceful holiday season surrounded by your love ones. 

 

Stay safe. 

If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance please contact me at (706)951-3906 or 

barnettgabriele@hotmail.com 

For God and Country, 

Gabriele Barnett 

 

mailto:barnettgabriele@hotmail.com


 

NEC 

Dec. 2020 

 

As the number of positive COVID-19 cases continue to rise in Indiana and specifically in Marion 

county where the national headquarters is located, our employees who can and want to work from 

home will be doing so starting next week until the end of the year. The staff showed amazing 

resourcefulness and creativity during the state shutdown earlier this year and I am confident they 

will continue to provide seamless service to our members and implementation of our programs no 

matter where they are located. 

ALA turned 101 on Nov. 10, but we are still celebrating!  

 

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the ALA’s centennial year was extended and will be celebrated at the 

2021 National Convention. Meanwhile, you can still hold centennial celebrations in your units, districts, and 

departments! Share your pictures with us by tagging #ALA100Celebration on social media. 

 

ALA Mission & Vision 

Mission Statement 

In the spirit of Service Not Self, the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American 

Legion and honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their 

families, both at home and abroad. For God and country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, 

mentor youth, and promote patriotism, good citizenship, peace, and security. 

Vision Statement 

The vision of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion while becoming the premier 

service organization and foundation of every community providing support for our veterans, our military, and 

their families by shaping a positive future in an atmosphere of fellowship, patriotism, peace, and security. 

Jerilynn Kabel, NEC 

 

 

http://www.legion.org/
http://www.legion.org/


 

One of the greatest joys of this season is the opportunity to say THANK YOU and to remember and 

honor those who are no longer with us and cherish those who are. I wish you the absolute best this 

Christmas and happiness for the New Year. 

 

National Security 

Dec. 2020 

 

Christmas Tree Safety 

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small fire that spreads to a Christmas 

tree can grow large very quickly. 

Picking the tree 

Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off when touched. 

Placing the tree 

• Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2” from the base of the trunk. 

• Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from any heat source, like fireplaces, 
radiators, candles, heat vents or lights. 

• Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit. 

• Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water daily. 
Lighting the tree 

• Use lights that have the label of a recognized testing laboratory. Some lights are only 
for indoor or outdoor use. 

• Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections. 
Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of light strands to connect. 

• Never use lit candles to decorate the tree. 

• Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home or going to bed. 
After Christmas 

• Get rid of the tree after Christmas or when it is dry. 

• Dried-out trees are a fire danger and should not be left in the home or garage or 
placed outside against the home. 

• Check with your local community to find a recycling program. 

• Bring outdoor electrical lights inside after the holidays to prevent hazards and make 
them last longer. 

 



FACTS 

• More than one of every four home Christmas tree fires is caused by electrical 
problems 

• Although Christmas tree fires are not common, when they do occur, they are more 
likely to be serious. 

• A heat source too close to the tree causes one in every four of the fires. 
 

I hope everyone has stayed safe & well, but some have been hit hard. Hurricanes and wildfires have 

caused a great deal of damage this year, and there is no shortage of Auxiliary members facing 

disaster. It is times like these when the Auxiliary Emergency Fund is the difference between 

suffering and survival. Donate now to the AEF and ensure your fellow Auxiliary members are never 

alone in their time of greatest need. If you have been affected by a disaster, apply to the AEF, and 

get the assistance you need. 

 

Thanks for the reports I have received so far. I know these are trying times and we are all doing the 

best we can. I thank you for all that you do for our military, veterans, and your communities.  

 

Jerilynn Kabel, NEC 

National Security Chairman 

kabelgal@hotmail.com 

502-779-0501 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kabelgal@hotmail.com


 

December 2020 Membership Bulletin 

Hello Auxiliary Family, 

We are so proud of everything you do!  Congratulations to all the Units for working hard on their membership! 

We are at 57.7% for the 2021 membership year! Hopefully Team Kentucky will be at 100% for National 

Convention! Congratulations to unit 46 Danville for being the first unit to have 100% membership. We are 

asking all units to completely go through their entire roster. If you have members on your roster who have not 

paid their dues for a while or you have elderly members you have not checked in on, please do so. Also, please 

make sure your members do not have more than one Member ID number and their last names and addresses 

are correct. Now is an essential time to ensure all your member’s dues are current, so they have access to all 

their member benefits. 

 Please check in on your members, Veterans and their families and also continue to work on collecting 2020 

and 2021 dues (renewals, rejoins and new members)!   

National will be sending out emails to members who have not paid their dues from 2017 forward. You may 

be contacted from some former members to rejoin. (If they were a former member, please add them as a 

rejoin, not a new member. By doing this, they will still have the same Member ID number. 

The Membership Team will continue to reach out to units and check in. We would like to remind all units to make 

sure their Leadership contact information on ALAMIS is correct. We need a contact email and/or phone number for 

membership for each unit. When we contact you, please respond, it may be that we are simply checking in on your 

unit. Also when you have deceased members please notify the Department Secretary and Chaplain, so it can be 

documented in Department. Please make sure all your members are informed that they can pay 

their dues online @ alaforveterans.org, by phone to National 1-317-569-4564 or by paying to 

their unit and the unit sending dues and transmittal to Department. Do not send any 

paperwork to National because it needs to go through Department. 

 

 Tools are in place to help you at; alaforveterans.org and our Department Membership 

Facebook page @ ALA Dept. of KY Membership. If you need help or have questions please 

feel free to reach out to the Membership Team! 

Be kind, find your joy and include all members! 



Membership Team 

Membership is our Heartbeat, Be part of our Rhythm 

One Family, One Mission, One Voice 

Edna Shupe Bland, Chair          sis.bland@gmail.com                 606-261-8321 

April Ward, co-chair          alynne4869@gmail.com  859-743-8673 

Cindy McKinney, co-chair         cindyxsturm@yahoo.com 270-625-6258 

Marie Shouse, co-chair            mariebardstown@aol.com 502-460-0050 

Pat Bryant, co-chair               patnlemuel@aol.com 270-403-3774 
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